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offer no independent assistance because they were taught nothing,
or not enough, of the great interrelationships of the questions
with which it fell to them to deal. The Prince bulked there like
a huge granite boulder in a field; roll it away and you find
beneath it little but vermin and withered roots.

' My service in the Foreign Office brought me, among many
other advantages, that of coming at last into closer contact
with the great statesman, so ardently revered, who moved
through the days of my youth almost like some warrior figure
out of heroic legend. At first glance this may seem curious,
but the explanation is that I was on duty in Potsdam and was
only in Berlin for court festivities and special" ceremonies.
These, however, the Prince did not attend, for he usually took
no part in social functions except at his own house.

At this period I was frequently invited to breakfast with the
Prince, when those present generally Included the Princess,
her daughter, Countess Rantzau and her husband, Count
Herbert Bismarck, and occasionally some friends, or dis-
tinguished foreign personages. The guests included, for
instance, Lord Rosebery, Count Tauffkirchen of Bavaria,
Frau von Meister of Frankfurt, the mother of the Regierungs-
pr&sident of a later date, and Professor Schweninger, the
physician. The fare was plentiful, but as a rule quite plain.
The .wines were exquisite, most of them being gifts to the Prince
from his admirers. The Prince was generally in a very
expansive mood, and told many a lively story from 'his own
experiences. After the meal he used to lie down on a couch and
smoke his long pipe, which I have often been allowed to
light for him.

I have. already discussed in "The Kaiser's Memoirs" the
Prince's attitude to the colonial movement which was at that
time gathering strength in Germany, but I think' I should
observe once again that the Prince regarded colonies as'mere
articles of barter, and in my opinion underrated the movement,
and possibly did.not entirely grasp the significance of the
colonial question. The German commercial community .had
very accurately realised the. advantages that Germany would
obtain in the matter of raw materials from colonies. of her